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MAPA®IAJIbHUA BIOJIETEHD PARISH BULLETIN
19 rpyana 2021 p. December 19, 2021
PO3KJIAA HEAIVIBHUX BOT'OC/IY2KIHb SCHEDULE OF SERVICES
I'PYJAEHD DECEMBER

19 - 26-1a HeginA nicna Tpinui. Nitypria 10:00. Ceatutens
Mwkonas.

22 - cepepa. Akagict fo CB. Mukonas - 7:00 Bevopa

26 - 27-ma Hegina nicna Tpinyi. Nitypria 10:00.CeB.. MpaoTuis.

29 - cepepna. AkadicT o Icyca Xpucta - 7:00 Bevopa

19 — 26" Sunday after Pentecost, Liturgy at 10:00 am. St.
Nicholas the Wonderworker.

22 — Wednesday. Akathist to St. Nicholas at 7:00 pm.

26 — 27" Sunday after Pentecost, Liturgy at 10:00 am. Holy
Forefathers.

29 — Wednesday. Akathist to Jesus Christ at 7:00 pm.

MoTtpebytoTb Hawmx monutoB: Teoaocia basep, Bipa Byuak-CureH, Tapac l'ykano, liogmuna Kovepra, Hukonat Muxainiok, €sreHis
MNigBucoubKa, KOnia Mywkap, OkcaHa PycuH, 3eHosis i Netpo Cadynko, Credania LUesuyK, aHuno i AHTOHiHA CTeunwmH, Mapycsa
Tekena, Onecs Bonouwyk, Mapis 3anescbKka, AHHa 3ybeHko, Mapyca 3umoseupb, KOpili MaHuyK, KceHs Camontok, ManmHa BakyniH,

Mapis [surainno utmnHcbka, JxeHedep KywHip, Ona Kosu.

Prayers for health: Theodosia Bawer, Vera Buchak-Séguin, Taras Hukalo, Ludmila Kocherha, Nickolai Michailuk, Jennie Pidwysocky,
Julie Puszkar, Oksana Rusyn, Zenovia & Peter Safulko, Stella Shewchuk, Dan & Antonina Stechysin, Mary Tekela, Lesia Voloshchuk,
Maria Zalewski, Anna Zubenko, Marusia Zymowec, George Panciuk, Xenia Samoluk, Halyna Wakulin, Mary Dwyhajlo Zytynsky,

Jennifer Kushnir, Olga Kowcz.



MAPA®IAJBHI IIO/II TA OTOJIOIIEHHA

NOXOPOH: B Heainto, 12 rpyaHA, 2021 p. CNOKiMHO Yy NpUCyTHOCTI poauHu Ha 90 poui XKUTTA, BigiMwos y BiYHicTL Mupocnas
LLyx, nosronitHi napadiaHuH Kateapu Cesatoi Codii. MoxopoH BinbyaeTtbes yueTsep, 23 rpyaHsa, 3 Kanamui Mount-Royal o 10
rof. paHKy. Y cMyTKy 3anMwmnB AoHo PpaHcec i 3a1a NaBna. PoauHi BUCNOBAOEMO Halli WMpPi cniBYyTTA. BiyHa Momy nam saTb.

BIABIAUHU BNAAUKU INAPIOHA: Bnaauka lnapioH, Ennckon EAMOHTOHCBKUI, MicuebatocTutens Mutpononunyoi Kategpu y
BiHHinesi, Bigcny>kutb Apxmepeincbky boxectseHHy JliTyprito 9 ciuHa 2022 p.b. B Hawomy xpami.

BIABIAYBAHHA LLEPKBWU: 3 15-ro anctonaga mu binblue He 30608'A3aHi BECTU CMMCOK BiABigyBadiB. BiacTaHb mix nogpmu abo
poanHamu (bulles de famille) mae cTaHOBUTU He meHLIe oAHOro meTpa. HoCiHHS Macok € 060B'A3KOBMM, 338 BUHATKOM
NPUMUMaHHA i3Ki Ta NUTTA. 3a NpoToKonom KoBiay-19, 3anMWaeTbcA B CUAI HOCIHHA MaCOK, @ TaKOX KOAM MU NiAXOAMMO A0 iKOH,
3ananteMo CBiUKKM UM naemo ao Cs. Cnosiai Ta C.. Mpuyacta. MakcumasbHa KinbKicTb BiaBigyBadis 75 ocib.

HACTIHHI KANEHOAPI HA 2022 PIK: LlepKoBHWI1 KOMITET Ma€ B HaaBHOCTI KaneHaapi Ha npoaax. Bapticte $10. LLo6
npunabdaTh, 3BEPHITLCA A0 cTapwunx bpaTie nepes novatkom boxkectseHHOT J1iTyprii abo nicna Hei, abo 3BepHiTbCA A0
Bonoammupa Octanyyka vostapchuk76@gmail.com. MpubyTku Big Npoaaxy KaneHgapis CxigHa enapxisa YMLUK nepepae Ha
AanTaumnin HasyanbHo-peabinitauiiiunii ueHTp “Oxkepeno” y J1bBoBsi, YKpaiHa.

XOPOBWM CrIB Ta COVID-19: Penetuuii Xopy LWoHeaini, 0 9:15 roa. paHKy B LLEPKOBHIN 3ani. 3a AoAaTKoBMMU iHPOpMaLLiAMMK
npouwy 3BepTaiTeca go MannHu Basepyak (514) 620-9494. 3anpoLlyeMo HOBUX XOPUCTiB!

XopuCcTU MOXKYTb CMiBaTH, OLHOrO METPA OAMH Bif ogHoro. 3a cnosamu ypaay Ksebeky, macka € 060B'A3KoBUMM N, Hac
cnisy. Yepes naHAeMito Ta 3aHENOKOEHHA W40 6e3nekn BinbLicTb cniBakis BUCNIOBMAN BaXKaHHA CNiBaTW 3@ YMOBW HAsBHOCTI
MaCOK Ta NOBHOI BaKUMHALi Y iHLIMX YH4ACHUKIB XOPY Ta AOTPUMAHHA AUCTAHL,I.

KAHA YOUTUBE: Saint Sophie Orthodox Cathedral Montreal: TpaHcaAUiA HAWKX HeaiNbHUX BiANpPaB BifOYBaETbLCA B OHNAMH
pexXunmi. 3anpoluyemo nignucysatumcs!

3ATAJIbHA IH®OOPMALIA

BAKAHCIfA: Ha npusaTHe nignpuemcTso y Bpoccapai notpibeH nomiyHuK Byxrantepa. OcBita - Konneax. A3BOHUTU No TenedoHy
(438) 921-1897 un nucaTh Ha enekTpoHHy agpecy oksanafrance@ukr.net, OKcaHi.

KOHTAKTHA IH®OPMALIA: AKWwo BX NOMiHAAM abo MaETe HaMip 3MIHUTK CBOIO AOMALLHIO Y/ €N1EKTPOHHY aZpecy, 3BepHiTbCA
00 Bonogummpa OcTanuyka vostapchuk76@gmail.com, wo6 B LepKoBHOMY peecTpi 6yna Balla BipHa agpeca.

YNEHCbKA BKNIAOKA: uepkoBHa paga npuragye napadiaHam, XTo Lie He 3an1aTUB CBOHO YNEHCBKY LLePKOBHY BKAAAKY,
NPOCMMO 3p06iTh LLe MO MOX/IMBOCTI B KOPOTKIi TepmiH. OamHoKi - $180; PoamHa - $300.

MNEPEKA3ATU MNOXEPTBY ANA LEPKBU ABO 3ANJIATUTU CBOKO YJIEHCbKY BKNAAKY: HATUCHITb: www.canadahelps.org
abo moxkHa Bucnath Yepes Interac e-Transfer™ Ha agpecy stsophiemtl@gmail.com. [AKkyemo 3a Bawli WMpi NOXKePTBU.

KUTTA CBATOI'O MUKOJIAA 9YAOTBOPLA

Cepep, ycix CBAT LLEPKOBHOIO POKY 0cobMBe MicLie 3aMMae cBsTo ceAToro Mukonas Yyaoresopus.

BiH Hapoamsca B micTi MNaTapi, B paioHi Jlikii (Ha niBaeHHOMY y36eperkki niBocTpoBa Manoi Asii) i 6y eAMHUM cMHOM 61aro4ecTMBm
x 6aTbkiB PeodaHa i HoHu, AKi ganun obiTHMLLO BigLaTU 110ro Ha caykiHHA Bory. Mnig monntem 6e3aiTHUX 6aTbKiB, HeMoBAA
MM1KoNaii 3 CaMoro AHA CBOTO HAPOXKEHHA ABMB NIOAAM CBITA0 MalibyTHLOT cnasum YyyaoTeopuA. Moro matu, HoHa, nicaa nonoris
Bigpasy K BUNiIKyBanacs Big XxBopobu.

HoBoHapoakeHe HeMoBAsA, Le Nepebysatoyun y Kyneni, TpU roguHMU CTOANO HA HOrax, Hi Bi KOro He OTPMMYOUM NIATPUMKY, TUM
camum BLUaHoBytouM MpeceaTy Tpinuto. CBATUI MUKONAN 3 ANTUHCTBA PO3MOYAB MiCHE XWUTTA, a Wocepeam 1 Won'aTHUL He
npuiimas MOJIOKa Bif, MaTepi, NOKM 6aTbKM He 3aKiHYMAW BEYipHIO MONUTBY.



3 anTnHcTBa MUKONalM 3axonmBca BUBYEHHAM Borkoro MNucbma; BAEHb BiH HE BUXOAMB 3 LEPKBM, @ BHOYI MOJIUBCA | YNTaB KHUTW,
rotytoum cebe rigHMm micuem npoxkunsaHHs gna CeaTtoro [yxa. NMatapcbkuin ennckon Mukoianm pagis AyXoBHUM ycnixam 1 rambokin
nNo60oKHOCTi CBOro NaeMiHHWKaA. BiH BUCBATUB MOro B YMTaya, a NoTim nigHic MrUKonasa Ao CBALLEHCTBA, 3p0OUBLLM MOro CBOIM
NOMIYHUKOM i JOBIPUBLLN MOMY HACTaBAATM NacCTBy.

Y cnyxiHHi FTocnogy toHak ByB NanKMM 4yxOM, a Yy CBOIM MalCTEPHOCTI 3 MUTAaHHAMM BipW BiH BYB CXOXKMUI Ha CTapuA, AKUIA BUKINKaB
noame i rAMBOKyY nolwaHy Bipytoumx. MocTiHO npautotoumnii i baabopuii, y 6eanepepBHiN MoAUTBI, CBALEHMK MuKoNal BUABNAB
Be/IMKe MUocepaA A0 MNACcTBU Ta A0 CTPAXKAAUMX, AKi 3BepTanCA A0 HbOro 3a A0NOMOroH0, i po34aB y6ornm BCHO CBOKO CMAALLMHY,
AKY OTPMMAB BiZ, CBOro 6aTbKa.

CATUIA MuKonali BPSATYBaB Big, BEIMKOrO rpixa 04HOro NaTapCbKoro MelKaHuA. Y 4onosika 6yno Tpy A0pOoc/i A0YKK, i BiH Yy po3nadi
naaHyBaB NPOAATH iX B PO3MYyCHE XUTTA, Wo6 y HAX Byan rpolueit Ha ixky. CBATUI, Ai3HaBLWIMCL NPO BigHICTb Yo0BIKa | NPO MOro 3:i
HaMipK, OAHI€E HOYi TAEMHO BIABIAAB MOrO i NiAKMHYB Y BIKHO MILLOK i3 30/10TOM, TUM CaMUM BPATYBaBLUW POAUHY Bif, AYXOBHOI
3arnbeni. Posgatoum munocepssa, ceatmii MuKonal 3aBXay Hamaraecs pobuTy Le TaEMHO i NpuxoByBaTK cBOI J06pi cnpasu. Ha i
rPOoLi YOMIOBIK Mir yTPUMYBaTK CBOIO Cim'to, @ Mi3Hille BiAAaB iX 3amix.

€nnckon MaTapcbKuit BUPILLMB BiANPaBUTUCA B NAIOMHULTBO A0 CBATUX MiCLb B Epycanmi Ta L0BipMB KEPIBHULTBO CBOEI MACTBOIO
ceaTUTeN0 MUKONato, AKUIA BUKOHYBAB Liei nocnyx A6ainmeo i 3 nitob6os’to. Konun ennckon nosepHyscsa, Munkonait nonpocms
6narocnoBeHHA Ha NafoMHMLUTBO A0 CBATOT 3emni.

[Joporoto BiH NepeapiK, Wo NigHiMmeTbca BENMKUIN LITOPM i 3arpoxkyBatume Kopabato. CeaTMii MuKona nobaumns, Ak auason
3alilWoB Ha Kopabesnb, AKMI MaB Hamip NOTONUTK Moro i BBUTK BCix Nacaxkupis. Ha 6aaraHHA 3HEBipeHMX NASIOMHUKIB BiH CBOIMM
MOZIMTBAMM 3aCMOKOIB MOPCbKi XBUAI. 3a 1Or0 MO/IMTBOIO OZly»KaB MATPOC KOPabns, AKMIA BNaB 3 LWOMN Ta OTPUMAB CMepPTeNbHY
TpaBmy.

Jinwoswn oo ctapoAaBHbOro micta Epycanmma i npuiiwoswmn Ha Foarody, ceatnin Mukonam noaakysas Cnacutento. BiH xoans no
BCiX cBATUX Micuax. OaHiel Hodi Ha ropi CioH 3a4MHeHi ABepi LepKBKU cami coboto BigUMHMAUCA A9 BE/IMKOrO NasIOMHMKaA.
O6'IKaxKatoum cBATI MicLA, NOB'A3aHI i3 3eMHUM CAyKiHHAM CHY Boxomy, cBATMIA MUKonalt BUPILWKB BiAIMTM B NyCTeto, ane Moro
3YNUHNB HOXKECTBEHHMUIM rO/10C, LLLO 3aK/IMKaB NOBEPHYTUCA 40 PiLHOT KpaiHuU.

MoBepHyBLWKCH A0 JliKii, CBATMIA, NPArHy4Ymn CNOKIMHOIO XXUTTA, BCTYNUB A0 MoHacTnpsa Ceatoro CioHy, 3aCHOBAHOIO MOro AAAbKOM.
Ane locnogp 3HOBY BKasaB MOMY iHLWIMI waax: « MUKony, Le He TOM BUHOTPaZHUK, Ae T byaew npuHocuTv MeHi naig. NosepHuca y
CBITi Tam TM bygew npocnasaatm Moe Im’'a». Tox BiH 3anuwume MaTtapy 1 niwos go Mipu B Jlikii.

Micns cmepTi apxiennckona loaHHa, CB. MuKonalt 6y obpaHuii envckonom Mip nicns Toro, Ak oauH 3 enuckonis Cobopy ckasas, Lo
HOBWI apxiennckon mae 6yTu BiakpuTUii Borom, a He 06paHuM Nt abMM.

OfMH 3i CTapLUMX ENUCKONIB MaB BUAIHHA OCAAHOIO Y0JI0BIKa, AKWI CKa3aB MoMY, LLLO TOrO, XTO NPUILLOB A0 LLepPKBU TiEi HOYI Ta
nepwum yeiniae, cnig 3pobuTn apxienMckonom. | Tak i cTanoca, nepLumii AKMA 3aMWwos [o Lepksn, bys Ceatnii Mukonai. NMicnn
BMCBAYEHHA HA apXienucKkona cBATMI MUKoNal 3aMLWMBCA BEIMKUM NOABUMNKHUKOM, MOKA3youn Ans CBOEI NacTBuM 0bpas
narigHocrti, fo6poTu Ta NtoboBi A0 NOLEN.

Lle 6yno oco6a1Bo UiHHMM ans JIiKiMCbKOT LepKBK Mig, Yyac roHiHb Ha XPUCTUAH 3a imnepaTopa [iokneTtiaHa (284-305). Enuckon
MwuKonam, yB'A3HEHUI Pa3soM 3 iHLIMMU XPUCTUAHAMM 3a BiAMOBY Bif, NOKNOHIHHA i4oNam, NiaTPUMYBaB iX i 3aKAMKaB TepniTm
KangaHu, NoKapaHHA i KaTyBaHHA. Ffocnoab 36epir oro HeywkoaxkeHuM. MNicna Bctyny KoctaHTMHA (21 TpasHsA) Ha imnepaTopa
cBATMI MUKONaM NOBEPHYBCA A0 CBOEI NACTBU, AKA 3 PALICTIO NPUIMHANA CBOTO NPOBIAHMKA | 3aCTYNHUKA.

Monpu BeNMKY narigHicTb Ayxy i YUNCTOTY cepua, cBATUIM Mukonai 6ys nankum BoiHom Liepken Xpuctosoi.Y 325 poui Ceatui
MwuKonaw bys ydacHukom Mepioro BeceneHcbkoro Cobopy. Lient Cobop nporonocus Hikelicbkuii Cimeon Bipw, i BiH BUCTYNUB NpoTH
€peTuKa Apis 3 TAKMMM OTUAMM LePKBU AK, CunbBecTp, ENUcKon PumcbKuit (2 ciuHa), OnekcaHap OnekcaHapincbKkuii (29 TpaBHsA),
CnupunaoH TpumipyHTCbKM (12 rpyaHaA) Ta iHWI OTLi LEePKBU.

MNMoBepHYBLUNCH A0 BNACHOI ENapxii, CBATUTENb NPUHIC CBOIM NacTBi MUp | BAaroc/oBeHHS, Cito4n CNOBO ICTUHU, BUKOPiHIOIOYE EPECh,
roZlytodu CBOIO MacTBY 340POBUM HaBYaHHAM. O6anyus ceAToro Mukonas Haragysano aHresa, ocAaHuM boxecTBeHHO
6narogatTio. AACKpaBU NPOMiHb cAAB 3 MOro 06,1mM4ys, noaibHo [0 06anyua Movicen (Buxig 34:29), Ti XTO AMBMANCA Ha HbOTO,
AmMByBanuca.



[JocArHysLum cTapocTi, cBATUI MuKonaiti MMpHO 3acHyB y Focnogi. Moro yecHi moLwj 36epernnca HeTAIHHI B MicLieBili CoBopHii
LLePKBIi, HANOBHEHI LLiNOWMM MUPOM, Bif AKOro 6araTo XTo 3uinnBcA i 3uinAaeTbes i Tenep. Y 1087 poui Moro moui 6yim nepeHeceHi B
iTanincoke micto bapu, oe BOHU cnounBatoThb | 3apas. Ceatutento otye Mukonaw, monu bora 3a Hac!

PARISH EVENTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

REPOSED IN THE LORD: It is with heartfelt sadness that we announce that longtime member of our parish, Maurice Shuck, has
fallen asleep in the Lord at the age of 90 on December 12, 2021. The funeral will be held from the Mount Royal Chapel on Thursday,
December 23, 2021 at 10:00 am. We express our sincere condolences to his daughter Frances and son-in-law Paul. May his memory
be eternal.

BISHOP ILARION VISITATION His Grace Bishop llarion of Edmonton and Western Eparchy, Locum Tenens of the Metropolitan
Cathedral, will celebrate the Hierarchical Divine Liturgy on January 9, 2022 in our temple.

CHURCH ATTENDANCE: Starting November 15, we are no longer required to keep a list of attendees. The distance between people
or family bubbles is 1 m. Wearing a face covering remains required at all time, except for when eating or drinking. All other
modified worship practices related to the COVID-19 pandemic remain in place. (i.e. veneration of icons, confession, communion,
etc.) Maximum attendees remains at 75.

2022 WALL CALENDARS: The Parish has received the wall calendars. The cost is $10 each. Those who would like to obtain a
calendar, please contact a church elder before or after Divine Liturgy or by emailing Walter Ostapchuk at vostapchuk76@gmail.com.
This is a UOCC Eastern Eparchy fundraiser with profits going towards the “Dzherelo” Children's Rehabilitation Centre in Lviv, Ukraine.

CHORAL SINGING & COVID-19: Rehearsals are on Sundays at 9:15 a.m. in the church hall. For more information, please contact
Helena Waverchuck at (514) 620-9494. New members are always welcome! Choristers may sing, standing a distance of one meter
apart. According to the Quebec government, the mask is compulsory while singing. Due to the ongoing pandemic and safety
concerns, a majority of singers expressed a willingness to sing under the condition that others wear masks and are double
vaccinated.

YOUTUBE CHANNEL: Saint Sophie Orthodox Cathedral Montreal We are streaming our services from YouTube. Please subscribe!

GENERAL INFORMATION

JOB OPPORTUNITY - EMPLOI A company in Brossard needs an assistant accountant. Minimum requirement: college degree. Une
entreprise, situé a Brossard, a besoin d'un assistant comptable. Exigences minimales : diplome d'études collégiales. Contact: Oksana,
(438) 921-1897, oksanafrance@ ukr.net.

CONTACT INFORMATION UPDATE: - Please contact Walter Ostapchuk at vostapchuk76@gmail.com if your status, address,
telephone numbers or e-mail address have changed.

MEMBERSHIP DUES: The Parish Council wishes to remind members that single membership is $180 and $300 for family. Those who
did not pay yet for this year, please do so as soon as you can.

ONLINE DONATIONS & MEMBERSHIP PAYMENTS can be made by visiting www.canadahelps.org or via Interac e-Transfer to
stsophiemtl@gmail.com. Thank you for your generosity.

SAINT NICHOLAS, THE WONDERWORKER

Saint Nicholas, was born in the city of Patara in the region of Lycia (on the south coast of the Asia Minor peninsula), and was the only
son of pious parents Theophanes and Nonna, who had vowed to dedicate him to God.As the fruit of the prayer of his childless
parents, the infant Nicholas from the very day of his birth revealed to people the light of his future glory as a wonder-worker. His
mother, Nonna, after giving birth was immediately healed from illness. The newborn infant, while still in the baptismal font, stood



on his feet three hours, without support from anyone, thereby honoring the Most Holy Trinity. Saint Nicholas from his infancy began
a life of fasting, and on Wednesdays and Fridays he would not accept milk from his mother until after his parents had finished their
evening prayers.

From his childhood Nicholas thrived on the study of Divine Scripture; by day he would not leave church, and by night he prayed and
read books, making himself a worthy dwelling place for the Holy Spirit. Bishop Nicholas of Patara rejoiced at the spiritual success and
deep piety of his nephew. He ordained him a reader, and then elevated Nicholas to the priesthood, making him his assistant and
entrusting him to instruct the flock.

In serving the Lord the youth was fervent of spirit, and in his proficiency with questions of faith he was like an Elder, who aroused
the wonder and deep respect of believers. Constantly at work and vivacious, in unceasing prayer, the priest Nicholas displayed great
kind-heartedness towards the flock, and towards the afflicted who came to him for help, and he distributed all his inheritance to the
poor.

There was a certain formerly rich inhabitant of Patara, whom Saint Nicholas saved from great sin. The man had three grown
daughters, and in desperation he planned to sell their bodies so they would have money for food. The saint, learning of the man’s
poverty and of his wicked intention, secretly visited him one night and threw a sack of gold through the window. With the money
the man arranged an honorable marriage for his daughter. Saint Nicholas also provided gold for the other daughters, thereby saving
the family from falling into spiritual destruction. In bestowing charity, Saint Nicholas always strove to do this secretly and to conceal
his good deeds.

The Bishop of Patara decided to go on pilgrimage to the holy places at Jerusalem, and entrusted the guidance of his flock to Saint
Nicholas, who fulfilled this obedience carefully and with love. When the bishop returned, Nicholas asked his blessing for a pilgrimage
to the Holy Land. Along the way the saint predicted a storm would arise and threaten the ship. Saint Nicholas saw the devil get on
the ship, intending to sink it and kill all the passengers. At the entreaty of the despairing pilgrims, he calmed the waves of the sea by
his prayers. Through his prayer a certain sailor of the ship, who had fallen from the mast and was mortally injured, was also restored
to health.

When he reached the ancient city of Jerusalem and came to Golgotha, Saint Nicholas gave thanks to the Savior. He went to all the

holy places, worshiping at each one. One night on Mount Sion, the closed doors of the church opened by themselves for the great

pilgrim. Going round the holy places connected with the earthly service of the Son of God, Saint Nicholas decided to withdraw into
the desert, but he was stopped by a divine voice urging him to return to his native country.

He returned to Lycia, and yearning for a life of quietude, the saint entered into the brotherhood of a monastery named Holy Sion,
which had been founded by his uncle. But the Lord again indicated another path for him, “Nicholas, this is not the vineyard where
you shall bear fruit for Me. Return to the world, and glorify My Name there.” So he left Patara and went to Myra in Lycia.

Upon the death of Archbishop John, Nicholas was chosen as Bishop of Myra after one of the bishops of the Council said that a new
archbishop should be revealed by God, not chosen by men.

One of the elder bishops had a vision of a radiant Man, Who told him that the one who came to the church that night and was first
to enter should be made archbishop. He would be named Nicholas. The bishop went to the church at night to await Nicholas. The
saint, always the first to arrive at church, was stopped by the bishop. “What is your name, child?” he asked. God’s chosen one
replied, “My name is Nicholas, Master, and | am your servant.”

After his consecration as archbishop, Saint Nicholas remained a great ascetic, appearing to his flock as an image of gentleness,
kindness and love for people.

This was particularly precious for the Lycian Church during the persecution of Christians under the emperor Diocletian (284-305).
Bishop Nicholas, locked up in prison together with other Christians for refusing to worship idols, sustained them and exhorted them
to endure the fetters, punishment and torture. The Lord preserved him unharmed. Upon the accession of Saint Constantine (May
21) as emperor, Saint Nicholas was restored to his flock, which joyfully received their guide and intercessor.

Despite his great gentleness of spirit and purity of heart, Saint Nicholas was a zealous and ardent warrior of the Church of Christ.
Fighting evil spirits, the saint made the rounds of the pagan temples and shrines in the city of Myra and its surroundings, shattering
the idols and turning the temples to dust.



In the year 325 Saint Nicholas was a participant in the First Ecumenical Council. This Council proclaimed the Nicean Symbol of Faith,
and he stood up against the heretic Arius with the likes of Saints Sylvester the Bishop of Rome (January 2), Alexander of Alexandria
(May 29), Spyridon of Trimythontos (December 12) and other Fathers of the Council.

Having returned to his own diocese, the saint brought it peace and blessings, sowing the word of Truth, uprooting heresy, nourishing
his flock with sound doctrine, and also providing food for their bodies. The face of Saint Nicholas resembled that of an Angel,
resplendent with divine grace. A brilliant ray shone from his face, like that which shone from the face of Moses (Exodus 34:29), so
that those who looked at him were astonished.

Having reached old age, Saint Nicholas peacefully fell asleep in the Lord. His venerable relics were preserved incorruptible in the
local cathedral church and flowed with curative myrrh, from which many received healing. In the year 1087, his relics were

transferred to the Italian city of Bari, where they rest even now.
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